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HOSEA 3.445 
For the Children of 1ſracl, ſhall abide many dayes 


without a King, and without a Prince, and 
without a Sacrifice, and without an Image, 
and without an Ephod, and without a Tera- 
phim, 


Afterwards ſhall the Children of Iſrael re- 
turne , and ſeck the - Lord their God, and 
David their King ; and ſhall fear the Lord, 
and his goodneſs, in the latter dayes, 


DT Shall make no other diviſion of the words, then 
MY IE ſuch as 1 finde made to my hand, and any body 
Q | that hears, may anticipate : In the fuſt Verle, 


<Y 
voto 
©7\ 


Y a Sad Deſolation ( gr Subverſion both of Church 
and Stare ) rhreatned : in the ſecond, a bleſſed 
Refitution or Reſtoration of both promiſed. For the Children 
of Iſrael, 8c. a lad Deſolation, Afterwards ſhall the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael returne, %c. a bleſſed and glorious Reſf:tution. 
The Words, immediately were ſpoken of, and to the Chil- 
dex of Iſrael : that is the Ten Tribes of 1ſ-ael, ſeparated 
from the two Tribes, the Tribe of Tudah and Benjamin: which 
adhered unto the poſterity of Dauid. The Children of Iſrael? 
a glorious title for ſuch Rebels, and Idolators, who at one 
time had ſhaken off the yoake, both of their God and of 
their King. But Titles and Things, do not alwayes agree : 
we know that by the experience - all ages, So we _—_— 
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them Catbolicks, who damn all men that are not of their 
Communion 3 nor fot any want of Charity cirher in rheir 
judgments, or to their perſons, rhar they can jaſtly charge 
them with ; bur becauſe they think rhemſclves bound to 
profeſle againſt 3 and their Conſcience will not give them 
lcave to joyn with them in their erronrs, So may we call 
them Sazats : bur 7 will forbear further cenſure : ir is but 
upon the by ;z a rouch is enough. | 
Well, but how dochir appear, that by that goodly title, 
or denomination ;thoſe Rebellious Idolatrons Tribes are im- 
mediately ſpoken of, or to ? Firſt, becauſe moſt part of 
chis Propheſie doth belong unto them : Ephraim, ofren here 
in moſt Chapters repeated : and that is as much as The Chil- 
dren of Iſrael: or ten Tribes. Bur more efpecially , be- 
cauſe thoſe words of the Text ( David their King ) manifcſt- 
ly allude, or relate, to that breach or diviſion of Davids 
Kingdom nnder rhe reign of Roboam Salomons Son : when 
the ten Tribes fell off, and conſtiturcd another Kingdome, 
under the Government of Jerehoam, the fon of Nebat, an 
hrathite of Zereda, Salomons ſervant. (1 Kings 11. 26.) 
e be the chiefeſt reafons that are given by Gncquences, 
u__ ſomewhat might be objefted, yer I am content ir 
ſhould be ſo 3 7 will not contend about the Word , imme- 
_ ; lo ir be granted, that the ſubſtance of the Prophe- 
ſie, - wang to all Jewes, in Generall, Some talk of the 
Gentiles too 3 but we need nor ſtretch ir ſo farr. Bat in ve- 
ry truth, it being very uncertain what became of thoſe ten 
Tribes after their Captivity : and whether any part of the 
Jewes, in Chriſts time z or even at this day : we ſhould be 
very much put to it, when we come to the accompliſh- 
ment of the Prophefie, here promiſed, 1 the latter dayes : 


it we do not extend thoſe words the houſe of 1ſ74el ( as fre- 
_—_—_ the Scripture ) to the Jewes in generall. To this * 
purpole you may obſerve, that in the firſt Chapter of this 


Pro- 


Prophefie , though the tenth verſe mepcion only the + 
houſe of Iſrael 3 yer inthe eleventh verſe,/wheer os hn 

marrer is proſecuted, both the Houſe of 2, and the Houſe 
of 1ſrael are diſtinAtly named.  Thes ſhall the Children of 


Tudeb, and the Children of 1ſrael be gathered together, and 
band, fo 


point themſelves one head, and they ſhall come out of the 
great ſhall be the day of Fezxreel. 

The next thing we will take into conſideration, which 
will give more light to the whole Propheſic, and main drife 
of ir, is the Tyme, cither of the deſolation threatned ; or 
reſtitstion promiſed. In the latter dayes ; ſaith my Text, in the 
laſt words.lt is the opinion of many, that this Deſolation be- 
gun from the caprivity of each people, by the Aſſyrrans; 
of the ten Tribes,undes Hoyea (or Hoſhes as ſome wrice it) 
the ſon of Ela, the laſt King of 1ſ-aebof the two Tribes, un- 
der Zedekia : the laſt of Fuds : and char their Reſtitution,the 
beginning of it, is to be accounted from their returne of the 
ſaid Captivity, by the ordinance and appointment of Cyrw, 
King of Per, as is more particularly related in Eſrab and 
Nehemiah, It cannot be denyed indeed, that at the return 
of the Jewes from the Babyloniſh Caprivity, they were re- 
ſtored to a government of their own, under ſome Princes, 
firſt ; and then Prieſts; enjoyed their firft -Fundamentall 
Lawes # And that at the ſame time, the worſhip of God 
alſo was reſtored, Bur here is a grear difficulty, a main cir- 
cumſtance of the Text, or Prophefic wanting : a King, and 
thar King, David by name. Somewhar is ſaid of Zeroba- 
tel : he was of the Royal Seed ; that is ſomewhat, but not 
enough to verificy the accompliſhment of rhis glorious pro- 
miſe of a King : of the beſt, and beſt beloved © Tg 'ng 
David, Yer Ido notdeny, bur that the werds of this pro- 
pheſic, might have ſome reference to that returne, and re- 
Norarion allo. le is the nature of propheſies ſometimes, to 
comprehend different times and events,ſome more a 

ately 


ately 3 ſome morerctnotely : if chey agree in ſome one, or 
ewo main circumſtances, though they do not in all, it may 
become a propheſic well enough, 

All things well weighed and conſiderd, ( not to trouble 
you with many doubts, and variety of opinions) we muſt 
conclude, that both in gard _ the ed.corer roman, 
and the reſtitution promiſed ; being taken together, as t 
are here wy thcr : the —_ —_ full hed yd 
tisfaQory ſence will be, _— the threatned Deſolation : 
( ot ſubverfion of State, both Civil and Eccleſiaſtical ) from 
the laſt great Calamities of the Jews by Yeſpaſan the Ro- 
man Emperor, when the City was taken and deſtroyed , 
che Temple burnt, Millions of Jews periſhed : now full 
1500, Years ago. So that the moſt warrantable expoſition 
(and which we ſhall pitch upon ) of the words will be this : 
The Children of Iſrael : that is, the Jews in generall ; ac- 
cording to the ordinarie Scripture phraſe , not of the Ole, 
but New Teſtament alſo , as Luke x. 16. Afs 5. 21. and 
elſewhere. Shall abide many dayes : many dayes, God 
knowes, they have now continued a diftin people, from 
all other Nations, though diſperſed among, almoſt, all 
Nations of the World. #ithout a King, and without 4 Prince: 
a thing not little to be wondred ar, that —_— lo many and 
ſoporent, in ſome places, as they are reported to be ; they 
ſhould in ſo many Ages of the World, get no X;ae, no 
Prince, of their own, in any place, As | wn have no King 
or Prince ; (o no Sacrifice, nor any of theſe other particu- 
lars, mentioned heren the Text, which I forbear here ro 
mention, untill we have betrer enquired into the true 
meaning of the words. Aſterards ſhall the Children of Iſrael 
returne and ſeek after the Lord therr God, and David there 
King : that is, they ſhall turn unto God, repent of their 
incredulity, and feek afrer Chriſt the Mcſhas, ftiled in 
the Scripture, not the Son of Dae, only ; but alſo David, 

ab- 


abſolutely : as by Jeremte, and Ezechiel, in divers places: 
Him, whom when he came firſt, and ſought unto them, 
they would not receive : in the Latter dayes, that is, at the 
end of the World : They ſhall ſeek and become Chriſtians; 
as St. Paul alſo doth re us i For I _ not Brethren, that 

wld te rgnorant of this myftery----thaz blixdne {{ in part is 
ph unto Iſrael, untill the falve { of the Gemieche = in. 
And ſo all Iſrael ſhall be ſaved, Rom. 11. 2,5, 6. And ſhall 
fear the Lord aud his goodneſ{ : that is, they fhall worſhip 
God for his goodneſs, according to that of the Pſalmiſt, 
There is mercy with thee, that thou mayeſt be feared, Pſ”. 130.4. 
that is, worthipped, becauſe fearis a _ parr, and 
firſt Original, as it were, ' of Gods worfhip.That is the right 
ſenſe 3 bur | may not ar this rime infift upon ir. 

So yon have the mott genuine and warrancable fenſe of 
the words. Before we proceed to that uſe,in ſeveral Obſer- 
vations upon the words / aim at ; we will conſider of ſome 
expolitors, or rather opinions of expofitors, upon the ſame 
words : as alſo of ſome particular words of the Text, which 
have bred fome difficulty... 

I rold you it is the —_ of fame Interpreters, that the 
promiſed re#:tation of the Chrldyes of 1ſrael : is to be reckned 
from their return ont of the Captivity of Babylon, and this 
ro be the moſt literal! interpretation of the words. VWhar 
might be objected, I rould you likewiſe. This Xing David, 
ſo eminently, ſo emphatically here promiſed, muſt certainly 
be ſome body elſe, befides Zerobabel. Yet Iwill notdeny, 
bur thar even in Zerobabel, this prophecy might have ſome 
accomplifhment : I find mot interpreters of rhat epinion, 
and that ts enough to perlwade me. Wherein ( by the 
way(the infinite wiſdom of Almighty God,is inuch obferva- 
ble,fo ro forecaſt eventst rom all ererniry, that the ſame 
words of his Prophers, might both fir the times and occur- 
rences of rhe Goſpel, ſo long after : and yet fit the preſenr 


OC- 


occaſions and occurrences of thoſe times, and events un- 
dcr the law. 

Here 1 cannot but take notice of an objcion, made, by 
Rilerathe Jeſuite ( a very learned Jeluite, as moſt of thar 
order ) againft rhis literal interpretation. For, ſaith he , 
Jebojakim, K. of Judas, lived a long time during the Capri- 
vity : Of whom we rcade: (2 Kings, laſt Chapter, laſt Ver- 
{es :) that Evilmeredach, King of Babylin, im the firſt Tear of 
his reign, did lift up his bead out of priſon, and ſpake kindly to 
him, and ſet his throxe above the throxes of all ther ( Caprive, 
or Triburary ) Kings that were with him in Babylon, And 
changed bis priſon Garments : and that be did eat bread continu- 
ally before him all the dayes of his life. What an objection is 
this > What ſhall we make of it > Lexpeted Ribera would 
have told us, that Evilmeredach had reftored unto Jehoja- 
kim King of Juda, his Royall power and Soveraignty : that 
he had reſtored him to his ſubjeRs, and his ſubje&s unto 
him : Then indeed he had ſaid ſomewhat.But becauſe Jeho- 
jakim had a bare title, and an empty thirone ; yea and an 
allogance tor his daily expences ( for that alſo 1s expreſſed 
in the Scripture ) vouchlated unto him, by him that had ta- 
ken away all his power, and authority : hence to inferr, 
that therefore the Children of 1ſrael,were not wichour a King, 
during the Captivity z whether more ſtrange, from ſuch a 
one a5 Ribera; or more ridiculous in it felt , I know nor. 
Yetler me ſay » Suchan objeRtion might become well c- 
nough a Jcſuite 3 that is,a pertc& enemy tothe power and 
authority of Kings. 1 do flot deny, but Euilmerodach, was 
great enough, ro make a true King. That boneurable Se- 
nator of Rome, Pompern Magn | when Rome was Miſtreſſe 
of the then known world, bur little excepted : ] made many 
that were true Kings, and had the power and authority of 
Kings, where they did reign, and where conftituted by 


tim. Bur a meer ticular King, that hath the pompe and 
garbe 
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15 the power and Soveraignty 3 isa ſad fight; Not a Ki 
according to the Scripture, I am ſure, whom we mapeale 
the breath of our Noſtrils : of whom we may lay under the 
ſha1ow of bis wings ſhall we live among our enemies, Lament, 
4- 20, Such a King is none of thoſe comely things that wiſe 
Salomon Gid admire. A Lyon which is ſtrongeſt among beafls : 
that is the firlt: a jK;ng againit whom there is no r1ſing up : 
is his concluding inltance ; the laſt in order, but the firlt, 
and chicteft in his intention, as may be gath« red by other 
examples of the ſame nature, Bur we have done with this 
Teſuitical King 3 as we may call him : Not'ſo much becauſe 
Kiberaa Jeluire doth make this objeRion 3 and nor any bur 
he, that I know of : bur becauſc ir is the proper Chara&ter 
of a Jcſuirc, ro be an enemy to the power and authority of 

Kings. | 
As tothe ſenſe of the words in genera!l, I have ſaid as 
much as nceds : bat there is yer in the words, it more parti- 
cularly examined, that wants cleering. For the Children of 
Iſrael(fairh my Text. )Shall abide many dayes without 8 Prince: 
and without a Sacrifice, and without an Image ;, and without an 
Ephod, and without Teraphims, We made the meaning of 
che words in generall ro be, that the Iſraclices during the 
time of heir Lefalacien , (ball be withour any publick wor- 
ſhip of God z ſuch worſhip as was eſtabliſhed and com- 
manded by the law of God z the Leviticall and Ceremoni- 
all law : as particularly, Sacyifices, and an Ephod : which was 
a ſacred garment : ſufficiently known, both, to chem that 
are not unacquainted with the law of Moſes, Bur how 
come 1mazes, here 3 and Teraphims ; that is, Idols : as par- 
ticulars of Gods worſhip ? Here Interpreters are put to ir. 
They ſay ( the beſt ſhift they can make ) the intention'ot 
the werds is this : That the Iſraclices ſhall be without any 
publick exerciſe of religion, 1 divine worſhip z whether 
true, 
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eruc, ſet out by Sacrifices, anc »d, ordained by th 
law : or falſc and idolatrons, ſer out by Images and Tera- 
phims : thatis : Idolls. Though this be ſaid by many, ( be- 
cauſe they know not what elle to ſay : ) yer it is ſlrange, and 
ſomewhat unlikely to me, that che Prophet ſhould mix 
true, and falſe worſhip, in this manner : God, and Manmon: 
light and darknels : in one verſe without any need, And / 
doubr, whether it can be made good by Hiſtory, that the 
Ifraclitcs in gencrall, who many times were notorious Ido- 
laters, in the Ho'y Land 3 continued alwaies truc worſhip- 
pers in the Land of Idolaters. - 7conld ſay more, but 7 will 
contra& my ſelf, becauſe 7 reſerve my felt tor ſomewhar 
clſe. 

But what if this Idolatrie be but a conceir of Interpreters, 
ſome In:erpreters : and upon berr: r examimation, prove no 
ſuch martrer?Firſt,for the word image, ir 15 _—y that the 
Original word ma'ſeba, may as well be tranflated, an Altar, 
f and fo indeed it 1s by the old Latin and Greck interp. or 
Pillar, intendcd for a ſacred memorial : as Gen.2$.18.Eſ.19. 
19,where Altar and Pjllar,{cem to ſtand for one thing : both 
dedicared to the true God : And is it not much more pro- 
bable, that Sacrifices and an altar, ſhould be joyncd ; then 
ſacrifices and images > So here is no idolatry in theſe words, 
There is more difficulty about the Teraphins : becauſe we 
have nor [ as is objeRed ] a preſident in Scriprure, where 
Teraphim 1s taken in good fenle, for anypart of Gods ſervice 
or any thing that was then lawful, and in uſe. If it were 
granted : yer we doe not want excmples in Scripuure, of 
orher $> which arc taken in ſome one place or orter, 
m a different ſence, from their uſual fignification. 7 con/d 
inſtance in many ſuch words, if 7 thought cicher time or 
place ſeaſonable. In ſome places, ir is tranſlarcd 1dot 3 as 
Ger, 31. in ſore idolatry : as x Sam-1 5. 23, In ſome images: 
as 1 Sam, 19.more then once. Where beſt = 
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by images underſtand an Ordinary Statue of mans piflure : 
not any thing that was unlawtull, or idolatrous, And why 
not here alſo, Teraphim being joyned with other good words, 
in a good ſence ? Bur what uſe of pears or images in Gods 
lcrvice# Or to religious uſe? St. Jerome will tell us : both 
for his antiquity and, exquifite knowledg of the or iginall 
Hebrew one that deſerves credit, as much as any. His 
words are, Teraphim, proprie «qw«wa”, 1d eft figure & fimula- 
cr, que #05 poſſum in preſentt duntaxat leco, Cherubim, & 
Seraphim, ſoue alia que tn templi ornaments f.ert juſſaſunt dice» 
re. That is, Therapbim, properly certain 1mages, ſhapes, or fi- 
gures, by whichin this place, we may wnderil and Cheratins 
and Seraphims,and ether ſuch things, that were commanded to be 
made, for an ornament to the Temple. Bur to put all ourof 
doubt ( and I wonder ſo many expoſizors ſhcu!d take uo no- 
tice of it :) Ler us interpret Scripture by Scipture, which is 
generally acknowledged the beſt” and {afeſt way. What 
ts here more largely and fully fer our, that is by more par- 
ticulars : 2 Chron. 15. 3. is thus compriſed : bur here, by 
the preterit, hiſtorically : in my Text, by the future, as 
a propheſic:of the ſame people, but nor of the ſame men. 
For the Children of Iſrael ſhall abide many dayes, (aith my Text, 
there z Now for along time Iſrarl hath been : what ? without 
the true God, and without ateaching Prieft, and without a Law; 
their Deſolation. The Reftitution follows, inthe next verſe, 
But when they in their trout les d1d tarne unto the Lord God of Iſ- 
rael, &c, The difference is great, as to the marter of the 
words in the ſecond verſc 3 no Mefias, no King David here; 
but only a —_— in general.Bur in the firſt verſe, there is 
no queſtion but the ſame thing in «ff was intended in 
borh places ; here more concifely, ( as I ſaid betore:) in my 
Text, more fully ſet our, to wit, that the Iſraclices had 
been, in Chronicles : ſhould be in the Prophet, without any 
publick worſhip of the = God, : 
2 0 


So now the Text is clear, and the words acquitted of all 
ſuperſticion and Idolatry. An caſte miſtake. Though in tke 
rrue Ratuee, or formalis ratio, of truc Religion-and Idolatry; 
there is a vaſt difference : yer in outward appearance,thcy 
may come {o neer ſomerimes,that a man had need much cir- 
cumſpeRion, to give a right judgment. And indeed this 
is the merhod that Gods word hath preſcribed nnro us, in 
rhe tryall of Idolatry, before we paſs any judgment. Det. 
13. 12,3, 14. Then ſhalt tho enquire, and make ſearch : 
and ask diligently : and behold it ir be truth > and the thing 
certain: then = thou, &c. Then, and not till then, An 
why ſo much caution 7 pray > I told you before ; it 15 an 
caſe matter to miſtake z there is ſo much affinity ſomerimes 
( externally.) berween true and falſe worſhip. The Jewes 
once miſtook rheir brethren the Reuberites 3 and they had 
like tro have made a foul work : much innocent blood was 
like to have been (hed, and a whole Tribe of the houſe of 
If, al deſtroyed. Fierce Zelots would have had ir ſo,” you 
may be ſure, Bur the ſobcr part catricd it, They went ac- 
cording to Gods mule : they firſt 73quired drligently : and up- 
cn dilizent my pronounced them innocent, and 
acknowledged them Brethren, whom bur a little before, 
r|:cy wcre 1n a readineſs to deftroy;, as unworthy to live, as 
abominable idolaters. You have the ſtory, Jeſua, 22. 
The Jewes theraſclves ( in gencral ) for doing no more then 
what they wc re commanded by God,obſerving New Moors; 
and the like : ( as by ſome very learned is obſerved ) were 
acccunted Idolarcrs, worſhippers of Sun and Moon, by 
ſome orh:er Nations that were really guilty of ir. 
| Ifaidbetore, thar it is any caſy miſtake : but alas! That 
15 not the worſt, A bare miſtake where there is no other 
engagement; upon better information may eaſily be redreſ- 
ſed. Bur where intereſt and worldly ends oblige, it nor to 
believe ( for belick is not fo caſil y wrought) veg ro crimimate © 
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information will not avail. Say what you will, bring rea- 
{on, bring aurhoriry- in deſpight of truth, though never fo 
manifeſt; in deſpight of all Conſcience, an 4ltar or ſacred 
Pillar ſhall be a prophane Image, and Teraphims muſt be, 
ſhall be found /dols. lt is expedient it ſhould be fo, reaſon 
muſt yield to profir, and conſcience to-gain. O this ima» 
ginary idolatry ! How really profitable and advantagious 
hath it provedin all ages to wordly Vile men 2 Yet St. 
Paul had warned us long before 3, Rom. 2. 22. Thos that ab 
horre# 1dols, doeft thou commut Sacriledge 2 A man might 
think, that he had propheſied this of the Iutter dayes. ihe 
long before his time, there were ſome known Atheiſts ; 
deſpiſers, by their life,of all Deity and Religion 3 who ne- 
vertheleſs under colour of picry, robbed Churches, ( Tem- 
ples rather ) and committed ſacriledg, with all licentiouſ- 
neſs. Ir is hard to be judged , wherher ldolatry ( che moſt 
provoking fin, our of all queſtion, and moſt inconſiſtene 
wich erue Relizion ) have done more hure in- the World ; 
or a pretended: zeal againſt idolatry, Lam confident, rhae 
the idolatrous worſhipof images ( for there ir begun, and 
continucd a good while, before it came to rheſe IWettern 
parts ) hath been a-main thing that brought the curle, and 
judgments of God upon thoſe famous Eaftern Churches, 
where once Chriſtian Religion was in ſo great ſplendour and: 
purity, And as certain it is, that Arabs and Mahometans 
both prevailed at the firſt,nor alittle 3 and to this day up- 
hold themſclves very much, in their abominable Apoſtacy 
from Chriſt, by their pretended zeal againſt Images, and 
idolatry. Thoſe miſcreants, that think ir great idolatry, 
to (ce the image of a King ſtamped npon a peece of money, 
which Chrift ſaw and allowed of : think ir no idolatry, to 
prefer Mabomet, before Chriſt 3 a mcer man, before the 
eternall Son of God; an Impoſtor, a cheater of men z before 


the Saviour, and Redeemer of Mankind, Fi 


And what think you of the 1dolatry of Cathedrals, and 
other goodly Churches ; ere&ed ro che honour of Almigh- 
ty God. and.cndowed, for the maintenance of piety atd 
learning 3 Of che ldolatry of a pubLick Litzrgy, whichour 
which was ncver any Chriftian Church .in any part of the 
World beard of, that cver | could hear, till of lace years : 
but to be ſhort 3 what of the Idolatry of a Surplice 3 Church- 
Muſick, Biſhops, and the like > Have not Men got, ſome 
brave Eſtates of Lands, by this pretended Idolatry ; ſome 
good bencfices : nay ſome built themſelves ftarely honſes 
wich the very ſtones which they have bereaved God of > 
Some wrice of one of the Popes of Rome, thar he ſhou'd 
applaud himſclf wich his Mates, and Cardinalls, how much 
they had gained by this fabula Chriſti, They indeed ( if ir 
be true ) very blaſphemeuſly, calling rhat a fat le, which we 
believe, and know a truth, atteſted by God, with all poſ- 
fib'e evidences, and demonſtrations of ſound reaſon. But 
much more realon have thele men ( as it is likely, where 
they may freely ) hug chemlelves, and make their brags, 
that they have thrived ſo well, by this ſubele device of pre- 
eended Idolatry. Be'ſure of chis, there ſhall never be want 
of [dola:rv, whillt there is any thing to be gor, let but time 
and opportunity ſerve them : Tythes, Colledges, Libraries, 
Hoſjalls, Corporations : nay rather chan fail, the very prayer 
of t'e Lo/4, that holy prayer, ( the vſe of ir , 1 mean, accor- 
ding to Chriſts inſtintion ) ſhall be made Idolarry : their 
goods, if not their lives, (hall be in danger thar have uſed it: 
It wil! be found tuch horrible Idolatry. 

We have done wich our firſt OLſeyuation, upon the ſup- 
poſed Idolatry of the words : and all that we have more to 
do, is but to make ſome ſurcher ule, by way of O{ſeruation, 
upon the reſt. 

The ſecond then, fhall be this : that the name and title 
of a Kin?, according to the Scripture, is both honourable 


with 


God(rt 15 NO Icorgrut in . woru. r-wuu Tait | 
He will honour them, that Honour him :) and is propoſed, by 
the Scriptures, as an obje& of joy- 4nd happineſs among 
Men,in times of greateſt diftreſs. No K:7g : no Prixce : 
in che threatned deſolation : They ſhall return to the Loyd 
their God, and Dauid therr King 3, inthe promiſed reftitution, 
It may be ſome body will fay, this Xing: this Pauid here 
protniſed, is no other then the Mefias : or Chrift him(clf: 
the Son of God, no Earrhly mortall King, Let irbe granted, 
1s it nota great honour to Kings, and to their office, thar 
Chriſt the Mcfhias, the expeRation of all People, the Re- 
deemer of the World, is here promiſed under the ripe, and 
perſon of a King > That he was really and literally, of the 
Royall ſeed, and linage, and did nor deſpiſe rhe very name 
of a King, Kg Dauid 2 This obſervation might have been 
ſpared, had not the impicry'and impertinency of other 
Men, made it {caſonable, und neceffary. Do not we know 
how mnch ſome Men have endeavoured, to diſcredit that 
ſacred Name and function : co perſwade Men, that a curſe 
lay upon it, rather then a bleffing 2 O how have the Pulpirs 
rung with, Tophet is prepared for the King : and, He ſhall bind. 
their Kings in chains , and the like > Blefled Scripture, how 
haſt thou been wrefted and racked, by corrupr, illiterate 
teachers ; ro ſerve their m_—_— private ends > VVe will nor 
argue the cafe, from broken looſe pieces of Scripture t as 
the manner of theſe Men is : there be cleer proofs and refti- 
monies enongh , both from marter of fa& ; and from 
poſi:iv- doRtrine z as of the OH ; ſo of the New Teſtament, 
ro aſſerr this ſacred aurhoriry : bur 7 will concem my ſelf 
hcre with what / have ſaid, by way of obſervation upon the 
I: xt. 

The third, ( or next ) ſhall be : Thara King may be at 

variance with his fubjeas, and his ſubje&ts with him fo, 
that it may proceed to a direR ſeparation : ( nay, which is 


more 


4 - «nts may happen between a good King, and + 
good ſubjects for rhe generality : as in Dauids cale, here na- 
med, when part of his ſubje&ts were drawen from him,up- 
on prerence of evill government by his Son A!ſolom, and 
he torced to fly : ) bur procecd I ſay, to a dirc6t leparation, 
and yet afterwards reconciled, tothe great joy and fatis- 
faQtion, borh of King and people, 

There is no Nation fo wiſe, or ſo well governed, but is 
lyable to diſcord and diviſion. +<= i»8#7 w oawa, fairch our 
Saviour, 1t mu#t needs, that offences come. Why > Nothing 
is impoſſible to God. No : but confider the Nature of Man, 
in generall ; and the nature of che world ; this ſub!unary 
World, which we cannot expe with reaſon that God 
will alter, rill the time of irs generall alteration come : ſo 
it is impoſſible, that there ſhould nor be offences : and 
where Men are, ſtrite and contenrion at times ſhould nor 
ariſe, Ir isa high ſpeculation , bur which hath much , of 
eruth in it, that this World ( this ſublunary world, I mean 
ſti],)dorh ſubſiſt by contraries, char is,by continual ftrivings? 
and thoſe Philoſophers had ſome reaſon roo, it rightly un- 


derſtond , that made ww , chart is ftrite and contention ; 
- one of the «8, or Originall princes of the world. Yea 


ſuch is the nature of man, though he be moſt happy by 
peace, and in peace : yet he becomes inſcnfible of his ha, 
pineſs, he loatherh ir, if he do not want it ſorgerimes, and 
recover himſelf to a right ſenſe and judgment, by the-con- 
eraryeffc&ts, of ſtrike and contention. This made a wiſe Hea- 
then ſay, with ſome admiration 3 Que magna gaudia, niſi ex 
malis > Thar all great joyes were the produdts of great ſuf- 
fcrings, or ſorrows. Mm 

ell, a King and his SubjcAts may fall out, and be ſepa- 
rated. David and his Subjc&s, were. our inſtance. So for 
this alſo, that they may be reconctled. The hiſtory is known, 
in Atſaloms cale, Dauid was happy, and his ſubjeRs happy, 


enat 


that their divifion did hold no longer. Yet it is very poſſible 
that where the breach hath been longer, and the want of a 
King longer 3 it it once come to a perte. and cordial re- 
conciliation, it nor the joy greater, yet the ſcnle of it may 
be longer. The Propher intended a very great joy 3 as grear 
as he could make ir, the greateſt of the World : the 
expected Meſſias: and this joy he ſers out by the joy of a 
King and Pcople, who attcr dayes ( ſo he faith) many 
aayes divorce, arc again re-united. Behold bow good and how 
pleaſant it is ( ſaiththe Plalmiſt) for Brethren to dwell together 
1 Unity. Unity indeed, ſhould alwaics be our wiſh, and 
our aim : and they that are the cauſes of diviſion, deſcrve 
the curſe both of God and man. Ir is nor allwaics true, thar 
Amantium ir 4 amoris redintegratio eft. Sometimes a little ſpar- 
kle doth kindle a great fire, not ro be quenched untill ir 
hath made an end of a'l. But where God is ſo: mcrcitul}, as 
aſrer a long breach and gaſping condition, to grant a pcr- 
fe Re-union and reconciliation : a man had need ofthe 
tongue of Angrls, ro expreſs the greatneſs of that joy, nor 
here in earth and among tnen only ; but, 7 am confident, 
even in Heaven, in the preſence of the Angels of God, and all 
the hoaſt of Heaven. Hear 7 pray how pathetically the 
words of my Text doe run : Afterwards ( after that ſad De- 
ſolation, or ſeparation of many 4ayes, ) ſhall the Children of 
Iſrael returne,and ſeck the Lord their God, and David their 
King : and ſhall fear the Lord and bis goodneſs 1 the latter 
dayes, And here offers ir ſelf our laſt obſervation upon the 
words : viz. the merhod of this Returne, or Reconciliati- 
on. Firſt, they ſeek the Lord their God : and after, their 
King. There may be a retwae, or reconciliation for meer 
politick ends, on both fides : It may be they finde, they 
cannot ſubſift aſunder 3 and that the continuance of their 
diviſion, will be che ruine of both. Such an occafion will 
cauſe a returne, if chey be not infatuated tv their own de- 
C ſirution 


- 


ſtru&ion. And God doth uſe ſometimes ſuch outward means 
and inducement to bring us to Himſelf, and ro work us by 

recs toa pry” converſion, or reconciliation. How- 
ever,the ae and ſureſt foundation is to begin with God, 
acording to the merhod of my Text. /t is God that maketh men 
to be of one mind in a Houſe,P.68.16.according to ſome tran- 
ſlations: ix 4 houſe, much more in a Kingdom. 7 form the hghr, 
and create darkne [,, 1 make peace, and create evil, So God of 
himſelf , Eſsy 45- 7. God then is firſt ro be ſought ac- 
cording to the right method , upon a ſure foundation. 
Bur what if Men will pretend to ſeek God, and to return 
unto God : bur reſolve to go no furcher.It is very ordinary 
for worldly politick Men, to put that cheat upon them- 
ſelves, or «# 0X upon others z credulous, ignorant: People, 
They will affoord us faſting and praying cnough, in their 
kind : and God ſhall be 1n their mouths, and Chrift Jeſu; 
nothing more. By theſe fair pretences, they drive on their 
deſignes, and thrive by the miſcries and ſufferings of the 
publick. To theſe men, or to them rather that are gulled 


by chem, 7ſhall commend the advice of an interpreter of 
great fame : John Calvin is the Man, Non fruftra ( ſaith he) 
Hoſeas in refipiſcentis popult, &c.in Engliſh, thus : It is wot 
without great cauſe, that the Prophet tn ſettiz9 out the repextance 
of the People, doth alſo particularly remember ( or, relate) 
their return to David their King. For otherwiſe the People 
coul1 not truely and _ ſerk God, except at the ſame time it 


did ſubmit to the lawfull government; to which it was obliged, 
( or, ſub:eAed) not by Man, or by chance,but bythe appotntment 
of God himfelf. The laſt words require a candide interpreta» 
tion, leſt he ſhould be thought ro ſay, that ordinary Ki 
that have not fuch immediate calling as David had, are by 
chance, or by Men only : which is ſo contrary to Scripture, 
and to ſound dodtrine, that the very ]cfuirs would exclaim 
as much wronged , it laid to their charge : though — 
riient 


them ſay little leſs in cfte&t,and aft accordingly, as it ts wel 
known, Bur the Counſel well underſtood, 1s very good - 
I need not to add any thing to it. | 

So we have done with the Text ; the expoſition of ir, and 
ſuch Obſeru«iozs, as [apprehended not impertinent to it. 
Theſe times, and the common talk of all People, might 
ſeem to prompt ſome application, Bur this is lubricw locw, 
ſuch a ſubject whercin a man that will be meddling, may 
ſoon go beyond his bounds, and ſooner do hurt then good, 
Thongh Kings are by God, and we warranted, nay obliged 
by Scripture, to preach ſubjeQion for conſcience ſake : a 
clare againſt rebel;on, in gue much more againſt all 
Killing , or murchering of Kings ( O horrible !; ) under pre- 
gence of laws yet fince the power and przrogative of par- 
ticular Kings, 1s limited arid conſticuted, by the fundamen- 
tall laws of every Kingdome, approved and confirmed by 
the aſſent and conſent of ſucceſſive Kings : in this caſe, 
what a King may do lawfully, what he may nor, according 
to law : what oppoſicion in caſe he attempr,or do any thing 
againſt che fundamentall law, may be made according te 
the ſame law : by whom, and how farr : theſe things, as 
they are out of our ſpheare, and ſcanning,as we are preach- 
ers of the Goſpel ; ſo muſt it be high preſumption, in any 
of our profeſſion, to paſs jadzments, or indeed, to inter- 
meddle. So, if the buſineſs of we0n, or reconciliation be in 
hand, after many dayes {eparation and diviſion : 1 know may 
what a loyall Iſraclite is bound tv wifh, whar to pray, in ge- 
nerally but many cautions, and conſiderations of State, may 
belong to ſuch a buſineſs, to bring it to a good and well 

—_ iſlue, They that can judge whar is moſt agreea- 

e to the proper confticution,and tundamentralls of a Realm 
( Lawyers and Sages of the land,as rake ir.) They that 
know whar the preſent condition, inclination, ability, ne- 
ceflicies of che people of the land is : what may be done , 
C 2 wha; 


what muſtbe borne to prevent ſurther evils, and efftuſon c 
blood, . a Parliament as Ltake ir: ) I hink ir belongs unto 
chern;antt iv cheir pro, er work : Ler them look to it, as they 
are accountable to God, and cheir Country. If they ( to 
whom it belongs ) ſhall enaQt any thing, to which 1 cannor 
vield obedience with a good conſcience, that is without diſ- 
obeying God : I may relolve, with Gods affiſtance, to ſuffer, 
I may not to oppole. Yea though it were in my power to 
do ſome what, and coditturbe ; yer my conſcience tells me, 
it is not lawtull, 

This is all rhe applicatron I ſhall make : God give us all 
grace, to apply our ſelves unto him, in ſimplicity and ſynce- 
rity of heartzto depend of him in all chings : ro ſeck his 


glory, and his favour above all things : ro whom all honour, 
glory, power, and majeſty: efe - 


